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1.    Mark Donig The promise of Palestinian nonviolence and its one lingering 
question 
An empowered, emboldened, effective nonviolent Palestinian movement whose ultimate aims 
were an end to occupation and a realization of the all-too-elusive two-state solution (one Jewish, 
one Palestinian) could be the greatest opportunity for peace in this conflict’s history. 

  
2.   Efraim Karsh       The Middle East's real apartheid 
Apartheid has been an integral part of the Middle East for over a millennium, and its Arab and 
Muslim nations continue to legally, politically and socially enforce this discriminatory practice 
against their hapless minorities. 
  

3.    Prime Minister Netanyahu's speech at the AIPAC Policy Conference 2012  
President Obama has reiterated his commitment to prevent that from happening.  He stated 
clearly that all options are on the table,   and that American policy is not containment.  Well, Israel 
has exactly the same policy -- We are determined to prevent Iran from developing nuclear 
weapons; we leave all options on the table; and containment is definitely not an option. 

 
4.   President Obama’s speech at the AIPAC Policy Conference 2012 
As Harry Truman understood, Israel's story is one of hope. We may not agree on every single 
issue — no two nations do, and our democracies contain a vibrant diversity of views. But we 
agree on the big things — the things that matter. And together, we are working to build a better 
world — one where our people can live free from fear; one where peace is founded upon justice; 
one where our children can know a future that is more hopeful than the present. 
  

  
  
 
The promise of Palestinian nonviolence and its one lingering question 
 
Mark Donig, The Standford Daily, 7 March 2012 
  
http://www.stanforddaily.com/2012/03/05/op-ed-one-lingering-question-for-the-
palestinian-nonviolence-movement/ 

Fadi Quran is a remarkable man. Peter Beinart suggested it in his Daily Beast feature. Robert 
Wright wrote it in The Atlantic. I know it from our three memorable overlapping years at Stanford. 



 In fall 2006, I approached a freshman Fadi, asking, “So, when are you and I going to get to know 
each other?” Despite a plethora of ideological obstacles, the trust the two of us would forge over 
weekly campus walks, a Shabbat dinner at my home, and even public debate, was unique. I 
passionately disagreed with his views. Yet I understood that the enlightened values, intellect, and 
a once-in-a-generation leadership he exuded predestined him to become a man capable of 
transforming a conflict that enflames the passions of Arab and Jew alike. 

 By now, many of us have doubtless seen the video of Fadi’s arrest in Hebron. Undoubtedly, 
Fadi’s protest was entirely nonviolent, and the soldier’s brutal arrest was unjustifiable. Fair-
minded people, be they pro-Israel (as I am) or otherwise, were right to call for Fadi’s release from 
jail and for his charges to be dropped (as I did). And out of respect for his hardship, I felt a duty to 
await his release before publishing this piece. 

 Nonviolence has the capability to transform the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Indeed, Kenneth 
Pollack of the Brookings Institution famously argued that “if [the Palestinians] had been led by 
Gandhi rather than [former PLO Chairman] Yasser Arafat, they would have had a state twenty 
years ago.” The means are worthy. And if these nonviolent means are paired with worthy ends, 
we ought to cheer the movement on and do everything possible to empower it. 

 Free thinkers are predisposed to rally behind nonviolent movements, with good reason. 
Historically, such justified means have been married to equally just ends. Our collective memory 
of nonviolence is tied to Gandhis and Kings, men who stood for righteousness while confronting 
hardship and discrimination. Likewise, an empowered, emboldened, effective nonviolent 
Palestinian movement whose ultimate aims were an end to occupation and a realization of the all-
too-elusive two-state solution (one Jewish, one Palestinian) could be the greatest opportunity for 
peace in this conflict’s history. Moreover, Israel would be wise to reach out and strengthen 
nonviolent Palestinians protesting for a two-state solution because such a movement would not 
present a strategic threat to Israel. Quite the contrary: it would present an existential threat to 
anti-Israel terrorist entities like Hamas by fundamentally undercutting two assertions that underpin 
the extremist narrative: that the Palestinians must exterminate Israel to achieve independence, 
and that they can only do so through violence. 

If, however, the goal of the nonviolent movement is itself extremist – to turn Israel, the West 
Bank, and Gaza into a single nation, demographically rendering Jews a minority and effectively 
wiping off the map the Jewish state – it will lose people like me forever. A movement’s just means 
does not negate entirely unjustifiable ends. The Jewish people have yearned for millennia to take 
the reins of their own destiny, in their own autonomous nation and in their ancestral homeland. 
That Jews today have realized this dream despite unending historical persecution and constant 
threats of Israel’s extermination is nothing short of miraculous. I acknowledge that the 
Palestinians, too, have a claim to this land, and I accept their right for statehood. But just as I 
hope nonviolence paves the way for Palestinian independence, no actor can be considered 
acceptable if its stated goal would mean the destruction of another sovereign state. Such unjust 
proclamations require no Gandhian or Kingian moral courage, but instead evoke the radical 
sentiments of Hamas and Hezbollah. 

Fadi has tapped into something. Never before have I seen so many proudly pro-Israel Jews rally 
behind a Palestinian. The nonviolent movement is real and growing, and I believe that within a 
generation its leaders have the potential to replace both Fatah and Hamas as the legitimate 
representation of Palestinian aspirations. 

 Now, with Fadi freed, is the time for the leaders of this movement to state their ultimate goal. Do 
you acknowledge Israel’s right to exist, or not? Is it the two-state solution you seek, or a de facto 
destruction of Israel?  The answers will determine whether I, and those like me, can stand with 
you for your means – or cannot for your ends. 



The Middle East's real apartheid 
 
Efraim Karsh, Jerusalem Post, 5 March 2012 
  
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-EdContributors/Article.aspx?id=260582 
 
In light of Israel Apartheid Week, which hit cities and campuses throughout the world recently, 
supporters of the Jewish state find it difficult to agree on the best response to this hate fest. Some 
suggest emphasizing Israel’s peacemaking efforts, others propose rebranding the country by 
highlighting its numerous achievements and success stories. Still others advocate reminding the 
world of “what Zionism is – a movement of Jewish national liberation – and what it isn’t – racist.” 
Each of these approaches has its merits yet none will do the trick. 
 
Peace seeking and/or prosperity are no proof of domestic benevolence and equality. The most 
brutal regimes have peacefully coexisted with their neighbors while repressing their own 
populations; the most prosperous societies have discriminated against vulnerable minorities. 
South Africa was hardly impoverished and technologically backward; the United States, probably 
the most successful and affluent nation in recent times was largely segregated not that long ago. 
 
Nor for that matter is the apartheid libel driven by forgetfulness of Zionism’s true nature. It is 
driven by rejection of Israel’s very existence. No sooner had the dust settled on the Nazi 
extermination camps than the Arabs and their western champions equated the Jewish victims 
with their tormentors. 
 
“To the Arabs, indeed Zionism seems as hideous as anything the Nazis conceived in the way of 
racial expansion at the expense of others,” read a 1945 pamphlet by the Arab League, the 
representative body of all Arab states. A pamphlet published by the PLO shortly after its creation 
in 1964 stated: “The Zionist concept of the ‘final solution’ to the ‘Arab problem’ in Palestine, and 
the Nazi concept of the ‘final solution’ to the ‘Jewish problem’ in Germany, consisted essentially 
of the same basic ingredient: the elimination of the unwanted human element in question.” 
 
Indeed, it was the Palestinian terror organization that invented the apartheid canard in the mid-
1960s, years before Israel’s occupation of the West Bank and Gaza. 
 
This charge, of course, is not only completely false but the inverse of the truth. If apartheid is 
indeed a crime against humanity, Israel actually is the only apartheid-free state in the Middle East 
– a state whose Arab population enjoys full equality before the law and more prerogatives than 
most ethnic minorities in the free world, from the designation of Arabic as an official language to 
the recognition of non-Jewish religious holidays as legal days of rest. 
 
By contrast, apartheid has been an integral part of the Middle East for over a millennium, and its 
Arab and Muslim nations continue to legally, politically and socially enforce this discriminatory 
practice against their hapless minorities. 
 
Why then should an innocent party be under constant pressure to “come clean” while the real 
culprits are not only left unscathed but also given a worldwide platform to blame others for their 
own crimes? Rather than engage in incessant apologetics and protestations of innocence, 
something Jews have been doing for far too long, Israel should adopt a proactive strategy, call a 
spade a spade and target the real perpetrators of Middle East apartheid: the region’s Arab and 
Muslim nations. 
 
Arab/Muslim apartheid comes in many forms, and some victims have been subjected to more 
than one. 
 
• Religious intolerance: 



 
Muslims historically viewed themselves as distinct from, and superior to, all others living under 
Muslim rule, known as “dhimmis.” They have been loath to give up this privileged status in 
modern times. Christians, Jews and Baha’is remain second-class citizens throughout the 
Arab/Muslim world, and even non-ruling Muslim factions have been oppressed by their dominant 
co-religionists (e.g. Shi’ites in Saudi Arabia, Sunnis in Syria). 
 
• Ethnic inequality:  
 
This historic legacy of intolerance extends well beyond the religious sphere. As longtime imperial 
masters, Arabs, Turks and Iranians continue to treat long-converted populations, notably Kurds 
and Berbers, that retained their language, culture and social customs, as inferior. 
 
• Racism:  
 
The Middle East has become the foremost purveyor of anti-Semitic incitement in the world with 
the medieval blood libel widely circulated alongside a string of modern canards (notably The 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion) depicting Jews as the source of all evil. 
 
Likewise, Africans of sub-Saharan descent are held in deep contempt, a vestige of the region’s 
historic role as epicenter of the international slave trade. 
 
• Gender discrimination: 
 
Legal and social discrimination against women is pervasive throughout the Arab-Islamic world, 
accounting for rampant violence (for example domestic violence or spousal rape are not 
criminalized) and scores of executions every year, both legal and extra-judicial (i.e. honor 
killings). Discrimination against homosexuals is even worse. 
 
• Denial of citizenship:  
 
The withholding of citizenship and attendant rights from a large segment of the native-born 
population is common. Palestinian communities in the Arab states offer the starkest example of 
this discrimination (in Lebanon, for example, they cannot own property, be employed in many 
professions, move freely, etc.). The Bidun (stateless peoples) in the Gulf states, and hundreds of 
thousands of Kurds in Syria have been subjected to similar discrimination. 
 
• Labor inequality:  
 
Mistreatment of foreign workers (especially household servants), ranging from sexual abuse to 
virtual imprisonment and outright murder, is widely tolerated throughout the Middle East, 
especially in oil-exporting countries that host large expatriate labor forces. 
 
• Slavery:  
 
The Arabic-speaking countries remain the world’s foremost refuge of slavery, from child and sex 
trafficking in Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states to actual chattel slavery in Sudan and Mauritania. 
Indeed, Islamists throughout the Middle East have had no qualms advocating the legalization of 
slavery. 
 
• Political Oppression:  
 
Many Middle Eastern regimes are little more than elaborate repressive systems aimed at 
perpetuating apartheid-style domination by a small minority: Alawites in Syria; Tikritis in 
Saddam’s Iraq; the Saudi royal family; the Hashemite dynasty in Jordan. 
 



Possibly the world’s most arresting anachronism, these endemic abuses have until now escaped 
scrutiny and condemnation. Western governments have been loath to antagonize their local 
authoritarian allies, while the educated classes have absolved Middle Easterners of responsibility 
for their actions in the patronizing tradition of the “white man’s burden,” dismissing regional 
players as half-witted creatures, too dim to be accountable for their own fate. 
 
It is time to denounce these discriminatory practices and force Arab/Muslim regimes to abide by 
universally accepted principles of decency and accountability. This will not only expose the 
hollowness of the Israel delegitimization campaign but will also help promote regional peace and 
stability. 
 
History has shown that gross and systemic discrimination is a threat not just to the oppressed 
minorities, but also to the political health of the societies that oppress them. Only when Arab and 
Muslim societies treat the “other” as equal will the Middle East, and the rest of the Islamic world, 
be able to transcend its malaise and look forward to a real political and social spring. 
 
 

  
Prime Minister Netanyahu's speech at the AIPAC Policy Conference 2012 
  
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/PMSpeaks/speechAIPAC050312.htm 
 
Thank you. Todah rabah. Thank you very much. 
 
Sara and I want to thank you for that wonderful reception. This applause that could be heard as 
far away as Jerusalem .  Jerusalem – the eternal and united capital of Israel.  
 
Thank you Howard, Rosy, Michael, and thank you all the leadership of AIPAC.  Thank you for 
everything that you do. 
 
I know that more than a half of the members of Congress are in attendance here tonight.  I deeply 
appreciate your being here. 
 
Michael, you said that when I spoke last May, in Congress, you – the members of congress – 
stood up to applaud the State of Israel.  
  
Now I ask for another applause.  Now I ask the 13,000 supporters of Israel who are here tonight 
to stand up and applaud you for standing up for Israel.  Democrats and Republicans alike, I salute 
your unwavering support to the Jewish state  
 
I want to send a special message to a great friend of Israel who is not here tonight:  Senator Mark 
Kirk, the co-author of the Kirk-Menendez Iran Sanctions Act. 
 
Senator Kirk, I know you're watching this tonight.  Please get well soon.  America needs you;  
Israel needs you.    
 
I send you wishes for a speedy recovery.  So get well and get back to work.      
 
I also want to recognize Yossi Peled, who is here tonight.  Yossi, would you please stand up.   
 
Yossi was born in Belgium.  His parents hid him with a Christian family during the Holocaust, 
World War II.  His father and many other members of his family were murdered at Auschwitz.  
 
His mother survived the Holocaust, returned to reclaim Yossi, and brought him to Israel.  He 
became one of Israel's bravest and greatest generals.  And today, he serves as a minister in my 



cabinet.  
 
Yossi's life is the story of the Jewish people – the story of a powerless and stateless people who 
became a strong and proud  nation, able to defend itself.  
 
And ladies and gentlemen, Israel must always reserve the right to defend itself.   
 
I want to recognize Israel's Ambassador to the United States, Michael Oren.  Michael, you're 
doing an outstanding job.  Thank you for all you do for our country.  And thank you for everything 
you are doing for the friendship between Israel and the United States. 
 
I also want to recognize Ambassador Dan Shapiro, the United States' Ambassador to Israel.  
President Obama is right, your Hebrew is improving, though it is not on par with Michael Oren's.  
Dan, we appreciate your efforts to strengthen the alliance between America and Israel.   
 
Are there any students here tonight?   
 
Is there anyone here from Florida? from New York? from Wisconsin?  -- that's important. I'll tell 
you about it later. From California? 
 
You're the future, and thank you all for ensuring the future of the great alliance between Israel 
and the United States.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Tonight, I'd like to talk to you about a subject that no one has been talking 
about recently…: Iran.  
 
Every day, I open the newspapers and read about these redlines and these timelines.  I read 
about what Israel has supposedly decided to do, or what Israel might do.    
 
Well, I’m not going to talk to you about what Israel will do or will not do,  I never talk about that.  
But I do want to talk to you about the dangers of a nuclear-armed Iran.  I want to explain why Iran 
must never be allowed to develop nuclear weapons.   
 
President Obama has reiterated his commitment to prevent that from happening.  He stated 
clearly that all options are on the table,   and that American policy is not containment.    
 
Well, Israel has exactly the same policy -- We are determined to prevent Iran from developing 
nuclear weapons; we leave all options on the table; and containment is definitely not an option. 
 
The Jewish state will not allow those who seek our destruction to possess the means to achieve 
that goal.  
 
A nuclear armed Iran must be stopped.  
 
Amazingly, some people refuse to acknowledge that Iran’s goal is to develop nuclear weapons.  
You see, Iran claims to do everything it's doing, that it’s enriching uranium to develop medical 
isotopes.  
  
Yeah, that's  right. 
 
A country that builds underground nuclear facilities, develops intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
manufactures thousands of centrifuges, and that absorbs crippling sanctions,  is doing all that in 
order to advance…medical research. 
So you see, when that Iranian ICBM is flying through the air to a location near you, you’ve got 
nothing to worry about.  It’s only carrying medical isotopes.   
 



Ladies and Gentlemen, if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then what 
is it? 
 
That’s right, it's a duck.  But this duck is a nuclear duck.  And it’s time the world started calling a 
duck a duck. 
 
Fortunately, President Obama and most world leaders understand that the claim that Iran's goal 
is not to develop nuclear weapons is simply ridiculous.  
 
Yet incredibly, some are prepared to accept an idea only slightly less preposterous: that we 
should accept a world in which the Ayatollahs have atomic bombs.  
 
Sure, they say, Iran is cruel, but it's not crazy.   It’s detestable but it’s deterrable. 
 
My friends, responsible leaders should not bet the security of their countries on the belief that the 
world’s most dangerous regimes won’t use the world’s most dangerous weapons. 
 
And I promise you that as Prime Minister, I will never gamble with the security of the State of 
Israel. 
 
From the beginning, the Ayatollah regime has broken every international rule and flouted every 
norm.  It has seized embassies, targeted diplomats.  It sends its own children through mine fields; 
it hangs gays and stones women; it supports Assad's brutal slaughter of the Syrian people; it is 
the world's foremost sponsor of terrorism: it sponsors Hezbollah in Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza and 
terrorists throughout the Middle East, Africa, even South America.  
 
Iran's proxies have dispatched hundreds of suicide bombers, planted thousands of roadside 
bombs, and they fired over twenty thousand missiles at civilians.  
 
Through terror from the skies and terror on the ground, Iran is responsible for the murder of 
hundreds, if not thousands, of Americans.  
 
In 1983, Iran's proxy Hezbollah blew up the Marine barracks in Lebanon, killing 240 US Marines.  
In the last decade, it's been responsible for murdering and maiming American soldiers in 
Afghanistan and in Iraq. 
 
Just a few months ago, it tried to assassinate the Saudi Ambassador to the United States in a 
restaurant just a few blocks from here.  The assassins didn’t care that several Senators and  
Congressmen would have been murdered in the process.  
 
Now this is real chutzpa: Iran accuses the American government of orchestrating 9/11, and that's 
as brazen as denying the Holocaust, and they do… 
 
Iran calls for Israel's destruction, and they work for its destruction – each day, every day, 
relentlessly.   
 
I say all his to make one point clear -- This is how Iran behaves today, without nuclear weapons.  
Think of how they will behave tomorrow, with nuclear weapons.  Iran will be even more reckless 
and a lot more dangerous. 
  
There's been plenty of talk recently about the costs of stopping Iran.  I think it's time we started 
talking about the costs of not stopping Iran.  
  
A nuclear-armed Iran would dramatically increase terrorism by giving terrorists a nuclear 
umbrella. Let me try to explain what that means, a nuclear umbrella. 
 



It means that Iran's terror proxies like Hezbollah, Hamas will be emboldened to attack the United 
States, Israel, and other countries because they will be backed by a power that has atomic 
bombs.  So the terrorism could grow tenfold. 
 
A nuclear-armed Iran could choke off the world’s oil supply and could make real its threat to close 
the Straits of Hormouz. 
   
If you're worried about the price of oil today, imagine how high oil prices could get once a nuclear-
armed Iran starts blackmailing the world.   
 
If Iran gets nuclear weapons, it would set off a mad dash by Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and others to 
acquire nuclear weapons of their own.  The world's most volatile region would become a nuclear 
tinderbox waiting to go off.  And here's the worst nightmare of all, with nuclear weapons, Iran 
could threaten all of us with nuclear terrorism.  
 
It could put a nuclear device in a ship heading to any port or in a truck parked in any city, 
anywhere in the world. 
 
I want you to think about what it would mean to have nuclear weapons in the hands of those who 
lead millions of radicals who chants of "Death to America" and "Death to Israel."  
 
When you think about that m you'll reach a simple conclusion: for the sake of our prosperity, for 
the sake of our security, for the sake of our children, Iran must not be allowed to acquire nuclear 
weapons!  
 
Of course, the best outcome would be if Iran decided to abandon its nuclear weapons program 
peacefully.  No one would be happier than me and the people of Israel if Iran dismantled its 
program.   
 
But so far, that hasn't happened.  For fifteen years, I've been warning that a nuclear-armed Iran is 
a grave danger to my country and to the peace and security of the entire world.   
 
For the last decade, the international community has tried diplomacy.  It hasn't worked.  
 
For six years, the international community has applied sanctions.  That hasn't worked either.  
 
I appreciate President Obama's recent efforts to impose even tougher sanctions against Iran.  
These sanctions are hurting Iran's economy, but unfortunately, Iran's nuclear program continues 
to march forward. 
 
Israel has waited patiently for the international community to resolve this issue.  We've waited for 
diplomacy to work.  We've waited for sanctions to work.  None of us can afford to wait much 
longer.  
 
As Prime Minister of Israel, I will never let my people live in the shadow of annihilation.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, some commentators would have you believe that stopping Iran from 
getting the bomb is more dangerous than letting Iran have the bomb.  They say that a military 
confrontation with Iran would undermine the efforts already underway; that it would be ineffective; 
and that it would provoke an even more vindictive response by Iran. 
 
I’ve heard these arguments before.  In fact, I've read them before -- In my desk, I have copies of 
an exchange of letters between the World Jewish Congress and the United States War 
Department.   
 
Here are the letters: 



 
The year was 1944.  The World Jewish Congress implored the American government to bomb 
Auschwitz.  The reply came five days later.  I want to read it to you.   
 
"Such an operation could be executed only by diverting considerable air support essential to the 
success of our forces elsewhere… 
 
and in any case, it  would be of such doubtful efficacy that it would not warrant the use of our 
resources…" 
 
And, my friends, here’s the most remarkable sentence of all, and I quote: 
  
"Such an effort might provoke even more vindictive action by the Germans." 
 
Think about that – "even more vindictive action" -- than the Holocaust. 
 
 My Friends, 2012 is not 1944.  The American government today is different.  You heard it in 
President Obama's speech yesterday.   
 
But here's my point:   
 
The Jewish people are also different.  Today we have a state of our own.  And the purpose of the 
Jewish state is to defend Jewish lives and to secure the Jewish future.  
 
Never again will we not be masters of the fate of our very survival. Never again. 
 
That is why Israel must always have the ability to defend itself, by itself, against any threat.   
 
My Friends, we deeply appreciate the great alliance between our two countries.  But when it 
comes to Israel's survival, we must always remain the masters of our fate. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Israel's fate is to continue to be the forward position of freedom in the 
Middle East.  The only place in the Middle East where minorities enjoy full civil rights; the only 
place in the Middle East where Arabs enjoy full civil rights; the only place in the Middle East 
where Christians are free to practice their faith; the only place in the Middle East where real 
judges protect the rule of law. 
 
And as Prime Minister of Israel, I will always protect Israel's democracy – always.  I will never 
allow anything to threaten Israel's democratic way of life.  and most especially, I will never 
tolerate any discrimination against women.   
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, this week, we will read how one woman changed Jewish history.   
 
In Synagogues throughout the world, the Jewish people will celebrate the festival of Purim.  We 
will read how some 2,500 years ago, a Persian anti-Semite tried to annihilate the Jewish people. 
 
And we will read how that plot was foiled by one courageous woman – Esther. 
 
In every generation, there are those who wish to destroy the Jewish people. 
 
In this generation, we are blessed to live in an age when there is a Jewish state capable of 
defending the Jewish people.   
 
And we are doubly blessed to have so many friends like you, Jews and non-Jews alike, who love 
the State of Israel and support its right to defend itself.   
 



So as I leave you tonight I thank you for your friendship.  Thank you for your courage.  Thank you 
for standing up for the one and only Jewish state.  
 
Thank you all and happy Purim. 

 
 
President Obama’s speech at the AIPAC Policy Conference 2012 
 
http://www.aipac.org/en/get-involved/attend-policy-conference/follow-pc/sunday-
morning-plenary/president-barack-obama 
 
Well, good morning, everyone. Rosie, thank you for your kind words. I have never seen Rosie on 
the basketball court. I'll bet it would be a treat. Rosie, you've been a dear friend of mine for a long 
time and a tireless advocate for the unbreakable bonds between Israel and the United States. 
And as you complete your term as president, I salute your leadership and your commitment.  
 
I want to thank the board of directors. As always I'm glad to see my long time friends in the 
Chicago delegation. I also want to thank the members of Congress who are here with us today 
and who'll be speaking to you over the next few days. You've worked hard to maintain the 
partnership between the United States and Israel. And I especially want to thank my close friend 
and leader of the Democratic National Committee, Debbie Wasserman Schultz.  
 
I'm glad that my outstanding young ambassador to Israel, Dan Shapiro, is in the house. I 
understand that Dan is perfecting his Hebrew on his new assignment. And I appreciate his 
constant outreach to the Israeli people. And I'm also pleased that we're joined by so many Israeli 
officials including Ambassador Michael Oren. And tomorrow I'm very much looking forward to 
welcoming Prime Minister Netanyahu and his delegation back to the White House.  
 
Every time I come to AIPAC, I'm especially impressed to see so many young people here. You 
don't yet get the front seats. I understand. You have to earn that. But students from all over the 
country who are making their voices heard and engaging deeply in our democratic debate, you 
carry with you an extraordinary legacy of more than six decades of friendship between the United 
States and Israel. And you have the opportunity and the responsibility to make your own mark on 
the world. And for inspiration you can look to the man who preceded me on this stage who's 
being honored at this conference, my friend, President Shimon Peres.  
 
Shimon was born a world away from here in a shtetl in what was then Poland a few years after 
the end of the First World War. But his heart was always in Israel, the historic homeland of the 
Jewish people. And when he was just a boy, he made his journey across land and sea toward 
home. In his life he has fought for Israel's independence and he has fought for peace and security 
-- as a member of the Haganah, and as a member of the Knesset, as a minister of defense and 
foreign affairs, as a prime minister, and as president. Shimon helped build the nation that thrives 
today, the Jewish state of Israel.  
 
But beyond these extraordinary achievements, he has also been a powerful moral voice that 
reminds us that right makes might, not the other way around. Shimon once described the story of 
the Jewish people by saying it proved that slings, arrows and gas chambers can annihilate man, 
but cannot destroy human values, dignity and freedom. And he has lived those values.  
 
He has taught us to ask more of ourselves and to empathize more with our fellow human beings. 
I am grateful for his life's work and his moral example. And I'm proud to announce that later this 
spring I will invite Shimon Peres to the White House to present him with America's highest civilian 
honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  
 



In many ways this award is a symbol of the broader ties that bind our nations. The United States 
and Israel share interests, but we also share those human values that Shimon spoke about -- a 
commitment to human dignity; a belief that freedom is a right that is given to all of God's children. 
An experience that shows us that democracy is the one and only form of government that can 
truly respond to the aspirations of citizens.  
 
America's founding fathers understood this truth, just as Israel's founding generation did. 
President Truman put it well, describing his decision to formally recognize Israel only minutes 
after it declared independence. He said, "I had faith in Israel before it was established. I believe it 
has a glorious future before it, as not just another sovereign nation, but as an embodiment of the 
great ideals of our civilization." For over six decades the American people have kept that faith.  
 
Yes, we are bound to Israel because of the interests that we share in security for our 
communities, prosperity for our people, the new frontiers of science that can light the world. But 
ultimately it is our common ideals that provide the true foundation for our relationship. That is why 
America's commitment to Israel has endured under Democratic and Republican presidents and 
congressional leaders of both parties. In the United States our support for Israel is bipartisan and 
that is how it should stay.  
 
AIPAC's work continually nurtures this bond. And because of AIPAC's effectiveness in carrying 
out its mission, you can expect that over the next several days you will hear many fine words from 
elected officials describing their commitment to the U.S.-Israel relationship. But as you examine 
my commitment, you don't just have to count on my words. You can look at my deeds. Because 
over the last three years, as President of the United States, I have kept my commitment to the 
state of Israel. At every crucial juncture, at every fork in the road, we have been there for Israel 
every single time.  
 
Four years ago I stood before you and said that Israel's security is sacrosanct; it is not negotiable. 
That belief has guided my actions as president. The fact is, my administration's commitment to 
Israel's security has been unprecedented. Our military and intelligence cooperation has never 
been closer. Our joint exercises and training have never been more robust. Despite a tough 
budget environment, our security assistance has increased every single year.  
 
We are investing in new capabilities. We're providing Israel with more advanced technology, 
types of products and systems that only go to our closest friends and allies. And make no mistake 
-- we will do what it takes to preserve Israel's qualitative military edge because Israel must always 
have the ability to defend itself, by itself, against any threat.  
 
This isn't just about numbers on a balance sheet. As a senator I spoke to Israeli troops on the 
Lebanese border. I visited with families who've known the terror of rocket fire in Sderot. And that's 
why as president I have provided critical funding to deploy the Iron Dome system that has 
intercepted rockets that might have hit homes, and hospitals, and schools in that town and in 
others. Now our assistance is expanding Israel's defensive capabilities so that more Israelis can 
live free from the fear of rockets and ballistic missiles. Because no family, no citizen should live in 
fear.  
 
And just as we've been there with our security assistance, we've been there through our 
diplomacy. When the Goldstone Report unfairly singled out Israel for criticism, we challenged it. 
When Israel was isolated in the aftermath of the Flotilla Incident, we supported them. When the 
Durban Conference was commemorated, we boycotted it and we will always reject the notion that 
Zionism is racism.  
 
When one-sided resolutions are brought up at the Human Rights Council, we oppose them. 
When Israel diplomats feared for their lives in Cairo, we intervened to save them. When there are 
efforts to boycott or divest from Israel, we will stand against them. And whenever an effort is 
made to delegitimize the state of Israel, my administration has opposed them.  



 
So there should not be a shred of doubt by now. When the chips are down, I have Israel's back. 
Which is why if during this political season you hear some questions regarding my 
administration's support for Israel, remember that it's not backed up by the facts. And remember 
that the U.S.-Israel relationship is simply too important to be distorted by partisan politics. 
America's national security is too important. Israel's security is too important.  
 
Of course there are those who question not my security and diplomatic commitments, but rather 
my administration's ongoing pursuit of peace between Israelis and Palestinians. So let me say 
this, I make no apologies for pursuing peace. Israel's own leaders understand the necessity of 
peace. Prime Minister Netanyahu, Defense Minister Barak, President Peres, each of them have 
called for two states, a security Israel that lives side by side with an independent Palestinian 
state. And I believe that peace is profoundly in Israel's security interest.  
 
The reality that Israel faces, from shifting demographics, to emerging technologies, to an 
extremely difficult international environment, demands a resolution of this issue. And I believe that 
peace with the Palestinians is consistent with Israel's founding values because of our shared 
belief in self-determination, and because Israel's place as a Jewish and democratic state must be 
protected.  
 
Of course peace is hard to achieve. There's a reason why it's remained elusive for six decades. 
The upheaval and uncertainty in Israel's neighborhood makes it that much harder, from the 
horrific violence raging in Syria to the transition in Egypt. And the division with the Palestinian 
leadership makes it harder still; most notably with Hamas' continued rejection of Israel's very right 
to exist. But as hard as it may be, we should not and cannot give in to cynicism or despair. The 
changes taking place in the region make peace more important, not less. And I've made it clear 
that there will be no lasting peace unless Israel's security concerns are met.  
 
That's why we continue to press Arab leaders to reach out to Israel. And we'll continue to support 
the peace treaty with Egypt. That's why just as we encourage Israel to be resolute in the pursuit 
of peace, we have continued to insist that any Palestinian partner must recognize Israel's right to 
exist and reject violence and adhere to existing agreements. And that is why my administration 
has consistently rejected any efforts to shortcut negotiations or impose an agreement on the 
parties.  
 
As Rosie noted, last year I stood before you and pledged that the United States will stand up 
against efforts to single Israel out at the United Nations. As you know, that pledge has been kept. 
Last September I stood before the United Nations General Assembly and reaffirmed that any 
lasting peace must acknowledge the fundamental legitimacy of Israel and its security concerns. I 
said that America's commitment to Israel's security is unshakable.  
 
Our friendship with Israel is enduring, and that Israel must be recognized. And no American 
president has made such a clear statement about our support for Israel at the United Nations at 
such a difficult time. People usually give those speeches before audiences like this one, not 
before the General Assembly. And I must say there was not a lot of applause. But it was the right 
thing to do. And as a result today there is no doubt anywhere in the world that the United States 
will insist upon Israel's security and legitimacy.  
 
That will be true as we continue our efforts in the pursuit of peace. And that will be true when it 
comes to the issue that is such a focus for all of us today -- Iran's nuclear program; a threat that 
has the potential to bring together the worst rhetoric about Israel's destruction with the world's 
most dangerous weapons.  
 
Let's begin with a basic truth that you all understand. No Israeli government can tolerate a 
nuclear weapon in the hands of a regime that denies the Holocaust, threatens to wipe Israel off 
the map, and sponsors terrorist groups committed to Israel's destruction.  



 
And so I understand the profound historical obligation that weighs on the shoulders of Bibi 
Netanyahu, and Ehud Barak and all of Israel's leaders. A nuclear-armed Iran is completely 
counter to Israel's security interests. But it is also counter to the national security interests of the 
United States.  
 
Indeed the entire world has an interest in preventing Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon. A 
nuclear armed Iran would thoroughly undermine the nonproliferation regime that we've done so 
much to build. There are risks that an Iranian nuclear weapon could fall into the hands of a 
terrorist organization. It is almost certain that others in the region would feel compelled to get their 
own nuclear weapon, triggering an arms race in one of the world's most volatile regions. It would 
embolden a regime that has brutalized its own people. And it would embolden Iran's proxies who 
have carried out terrorist attacks from the Levant to Southwest Asia.  
 
And that is why four years ago I made a commitment to the American people and said that we 
would use all elements of American power to pressure Iran and prevent it from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon. And that is what we have done. When I took office, the efforts to apply pressure 
on Iran were in tatters. Iran had gone from zero centrifuges spinning to thousands without facing 
broad pushback from the world. In the region, Iran was ascending, increasingly popular in 
extending its reach. In other words, the Iranian leadership was united and on the move, and the 
international community was divided about how to go forward.  
 
And so from my very first months in office we put forward a very clear choice to the Iranian 
regime, a path that would allow them to rejoin the community of nations if they meet their 
international obligations, or a path that leads to an escalating series of consequences if they 
don't. In fact, our policy of engagement, quickly rebuffed by the Iranian regime, allowed us to rally 
the international community as never before to expose Iran's intransigence, and to apply pressure 
that goes far beyond anything that the United States could do on our own.  
 
Because of our efforts, Iran is under greater pressure than ever before. Some of you will recall, 
people predicted that Russia and China wouldn't join us to move towards pressure. They did. In 
2010 the U.N. Security Council overwhelmingly supported a comprehensive sanctions effort. Few 
thought that sanctions could have an immediate bite on the Iranian regime. They have; slowing 
the Iranian nuclear program and virtually grinding the Iranian economy to a halt in 2011. Many 
questioned whether we could hold our coalition together as we moved against Iran's central bank 
and oil exports. But our friends in Europe and Asia and elsewhere are joining us. And in 2012 the 
Iranian government faces the prospect of even more crippling sanctions.  
 
That is where we are today because of our work. Iran is isolated, its leadership divided and under 
pressure. And by the way, the Arab Spring has only increased these trends as the hypocrisy of 
the Iranian regime is exposed, and its ally, the Assad regime, is crumbling. Of course, so long as 
Iran fails to meet its obligations, this problem remains unresolved. The effective implementation of 
our policy is not enough. We must accomplish our objective. And in that effort, I firmly believe that 
an opportunity still remains for diplomacy backed by pressure to succeed.  
 
The United States and Israel both assess that Iran does not yet have a nuclear weapon. And we 
are exceedingly vigilant in monitoring their program. Now the international community has a 
responsibility to use the time and space that exists. Sanctions are continuing to increase.  
 
And this July thanks to our diplomatic coordination, a European ban on Iranian oil imports will 
take hold. Faced with these increasingly dire consequences, Iran's leaders still have the 
opportunity to make the right decision. They can choose a path that brings them back into the 
community of nations, or they can continue down a dead end.  
 
And given their history, there are of course no guarantees that the Iranian regime will make the 
right choice. But both Israel and the United States have an interest in seeing this challenge 



resolved diplomatically. After all, the only way to truly solve this problem is for the Iranian 
government to make a decision to forsake nuclear weapons. That's what history tells us.  
 
Moreover, as president and commander-in-chief, I have a deeply held preference for peace over 
war. I have sent men and women into harm's way. I've seen the consequences of those decisions 
in the eyes of those I meet who've come back gravely wounded, and the absence of those who 
don't make it home. Long after I leave this office, I will remember those moments as the most 
searing of my presidency.  
 
And for this reason, as part of my solemn obligation to the American people, I will only use force 
when the time and circumstances demand it. And I know that Israeli leaders also know all too well 
the costs and consequences of war, even as they recognize their obligation to defend their 
country. So we all prefer to resolve this issue diplomatically.  
 
Having said that, Iran's leaders should have no doubt about the resolve of the United States. Just 
as they should not doubt Israel's sovereign right to make its own decisions about what is required 
to meet its security needs.  
 
I have said that when it comes to preventing Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, I will take no 
options off the table. And I mean what I say. That includes all elements of American power -- a 
political effort aimed at isolating Iran; a diplomatic effort to sustain our coalition and ensure that 
the Iranian program is monitored; an economic effort that imposes crippling sanctions.  
 
And yes, a military effort to be prepared for any contingency. Iran's leaders should understand 
that I do not have a policy of containment. I have a policy to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear 
weapon. And as I have made clear time and again during the course of my presidency, I will not 
hesitate to use force when it is necessary to defend the United States and its interests.  
 
Moving forward, I would ask that we all remember the weightiness of these issues. The stakes 
involved for Israel, for America, and for the world. Already there is too much loose talk of war. 
Over the last few weeks, such talk has only benefited the Iranian government by driving up the 
price of oil which they depend on to fund their nuclear program.  
 
For the sake of Israel's security, America's security, and the peace and security of the world, now 
is not the time for bluster. Now is the time to let our increased pressure sink in and to sustain the 
broad international coalition we have built. Now is the time to heed the timeless advice from 
Teddy Roosevelt. Speak softly, carry a big stick. And as we do, rest assured that the Iranian 
government will know our resolve; that our coordination with Israel will continue.  
 
Now these are challenging times. But we've been through challenging times before. The United 
States and Israel have come through them together. Because of our cooperation, citizens in both 
our countries have benefited from the bonds that bring us together. I'm proud to be one of those 
people.  
 
In the past, I've shared in this forum just why those bonds are so personal for me. The stories of a 
great uncle who helped liberate Buchenwald, to my memories of returning there with Elie Wiesel, 
sharing books with President Peres, to sharing Seders with my young staff in a tradition that 
started on the campaign trail and continues in the White House. From the countless friends I 
know in this room, to the concept of tikkun olam that has enriched and guided my life.  
 
As Harry Truman understood, Israel's story is one of hope. We may not agree on every single 
issue. No two nations do. Our democracies contain a vibrant diversity of views. But we agree on 
the big things, the things that matter. And together we are working to build a better world, one 
where our people can live free from fear; one where peace is founded upon justice; one where 
our children can know a future that is more hopeful than the present.  
 



There is no shortage of speeches on the friendship between the United States and Israel. But I'm 
also mindful of the proverb, a man is judged by his deeds, not his words.  
 
So if you want to know where my heart lies, look no further than what I have done, to stand up for 
Israel, to secure both of our countries, and to see that the rough waters of our time lead to a 
peaceful and prosperous shore.  
 
Thank you very much, everybody. God bless you. God bless the people of Israel. God bless the 
United States of America. 
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